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Applicant hereby petitions for a month extension of time in the prior application. If an additional extension of time is required, please consider this a 

petition therefor; 

Charge Deposit Account No. 13-2546 the sum of $ 

$240.00 pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .97(c) without 37 CFR § 1 .97(e) certification 

XX Please charge any additional fees or credits to Deposit Account No. 1 3-2546 which may have been overlooked on this Amendment Transmittal with regard 
to this filing. A duplicate of this transmittal is enclosed. 
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AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.121 



Mail Stop Amendment 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicants re-submit their response in support of US Application Number 
09/998,536. Applicants received the Examiners reply dated 12/01/2004 providing an 
additional 1 -month time to submit revised amendments. The Examiner found the 
submitted amendments as non-responsive because they were found to place the claims 
outside the scope of the previously elected invention. 

Applicants re-submit cancelled claims, amended claims, and arguments to 
forward prosecution. Applicant's response is submitted in reply to the office action 
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dated March 9, 2004. In the previous Office Action received by the Apphcants, the 
Examiner rejected pending claims 1-6, 11, 12, 26, 30, and 31. 

Applicants submitted with their original response a request for a three month 
extension of time and authorize the office to charge deposit account No. 13-2546, in 
the name of Medtronic, Inc., the fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.1 7(c) for any additional fees 
necessary related to this application. Applicants were given an additional 1 month of 
time to resubmit their response (extendable under 37 CFR 1.136). 

Applicants also wish to thank Examiner Desantas for his time on 
August 26, 2004 to discuss the case, and to provide helpful suggestions towards 
moving the instant case towards allowance, and for permitting the Applicants to 
resubmit their response. 

Claim Amendments 

• Please cancel, without prejudice, claims 12, 28, 31-32, and 35. 

• Please amend claims 1 and 26 as indicated in the attached amendment 
sheet. 

Claims 1 and 26, have been restructured to additionally provide a medical 
electrical lead comprising: 1) the insulative lead body of the electrical leads which are 
not formed with a steroidal anti-inflammatory agent, and 2) a polymer overcoating of 
said lead body providing a tissue-contacting surface and having an active agent 
intimately mixed with the polymer, and wherein said overcoating is chosen such that 
said polymer and said active agent are free of micron sized particulates. 

Claim 30 has been amended to claim the process of overcoating the medical 
electrical lead to additionally provide that the overcoating is chosen such that said 
polymer and said active agent are free of micron sized particulates and that the 
insulative lead body is not formed with a steroidal anti-inflammatory agent. 

Claims 12, 28, and 31 and 32 have been cancelled. 
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Support for amendments for adding the overcoating free of micron sized 
particles is found in the specification and the prior art (see Feamot and Helmus 
discussed herein): 

In one embodiment, the polymer of the tissue-contacting surface and an 
anti-inflammatory agent are intimately mixed either by blending or using 
a solvent in which they are both soluble (e.g., xylene for silicone and 
dexamethasone phosphate). This mixture can then be formed into the 
desired shape and incorporated into the medical device or coated onto an 
underljdng structure of the medical device [Applicants Specification - 
Page 13, last paragraph] 

Alternatively, an overcoating polymer, which may or may not be the same 
polymer that forms the primary polymer of the tissue-contacting surface, 
and an anti-inflammatory agent are intimately mixed, either by blending 
or using a solvent in which they are both soluble, and coated onto the 
tissue-contacting surface. [Applicants Specification - Page 14, first 
paragraph] 



Applicants specification clearly teaches that an overcoating polymer is either 
blended or using a solvent which both the polymer and active agent a soluble. This 
inherently provides that their would not be particulates as described by Helmus, 
however, applicants have expressly put the physical limitation of not having micron 
sized particulates in the claims to clarify their polymers from those of Helmus 
(polymer structures of Helmus being knovm in the art). 
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